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WELCOME

 
Mr. President of ERA-EDTA, Distinguished Guests and Colleagues, 
 
I am most happy to welcome you all to the 42nd Congress of ERA-EDTA 
here in the beautiful city of Istanbul. 
 
First of all,  I should thank  the ERA- EDTA Council members who opted 
for Istanbul for this Congress amongst many other candidate cities and 
my special thanks should go to Professor Davison and Professor Locatelli 
the two successive Presidents  of ERA-EDTA and also to the ERA-EDTA 
Council members who endorsed Istanbul’s candidature throughout the 
decision making process. I hope that Istanbul will prove worthy of their 
trust by every means. 
 
This 42nd Congress is in fact the second ERA-EDTA Congress to be held 
in Istanbul. The first one, the 15th Congress was held 27 years ago, in 
1978. It was a success story for its time with an attendance of about 
2000. And I believe that its success certainly paved the way for the 
present Congress.  



 
The president of that 15th Congress was Professor Kemal Önen: my 
mentor and also the founding President of the Turkish Society of 
Nephrology in 1970. I am happy to announce that Professor Önen is 
here with us today and I would like to thank him in front of you all for 
his contribution to ERA-EDTA as the President of the 15th Congress and 
also to the Turkish Nephrology as a pioneer, a mentor and the founder 
of our Society.  

 
We all know that the 15th EDTA Congress in 1978 had a tremendous 
impact on interest in nephrology in Turkey and during the two and a half 



decades that have elapsed since, the young Turkish nephrology has 
substantiated quite important achievements.  

Year Pop. 
in Mill

Renal Units Nephrologists ERA-EDTA 
MembershipAdult Ped Adult Ped

1978 41.2 8 4 20 5 8

2005 73.3 33 20 194 79 226

TURKISH NEPHROLOGY

 
27 years ago in 1978, we had only 12 nephrology units and 25 
nephrologists.  Today in 2005, we have 53 teaching nephrology units (33 
adult & 20 pediatric) and 273 nephrologists (194 adult & 79 pediatric). In 
ERA-EDTA, we then had only 8 members. Today, this number has 
reached 226 and it makes Turkey have the 9th largest membership in 
ERA-EDTA amongst the 108 countries represented there. 

Year Pop. 
in Mill

HD Centres HD Patients CAPD & APD 
Pts

N pmp N pmp N pmp
1978 41.2 8 0.2 44 1.0 -

2005 73.3 518 7.0 29827 407 4487 61,2

TURKISH NEPHROLOGY-2

 
In 1978, there were only 8 Dialysis centers in Turkey and only 44 
patients on Chronic Hemodialysis. Today in 2005,  there are 518 Dialysis 
centers  with around 30,000 patients on Hemodialysis  and 4,500 
patients  on Chronic Peritoneal Dialysis;  in other words  more than  
34,000 patients altogether  on Chronic Dialysis. 



YEAR NUMBER OF ARTICLES

1960-1989 105

1990-2000 735

2002 125

2004 224

ARTICLES RELATED TO NEPHROLOGY 
BY TURKISH AUTHORS

IN PEER-REVIEWED INTERNATIONAL JOURNALS

 
In recent years, the scientific output of the Turkish nephrologists has 
also considerably increased. During the 30 years between 1960 & 1989 
only 105 articles by Turkish Nephrologists were published in peer-
reviewed international journals whereas, last year in 2004 alone, the 
number of such publications has reached a solid 224. 
 
This increase in scientific output has also found its reflection in the 
recent ERA-EDTA Congresses. Since 1999, with the exception of the 
World Congress in Berlin, Turkish nephrologists have steadily submitted 
the second largest number of abstracts after Italy. And finally,  I am 
most pleased to announce that  this year, as the host country  of the 
42nd ERA-EDTA Congress,  we have managed to submit  the largest 
number of abstracts and moreover,  we have also become after Italy  
the country with  the second largest number  of accepted abstracts. 



ERA-EDTA CONGRESS SUBMITTED ACCEPTED

Madrid, 1999 187 (2nd after Italy) 

Nice, 2000 176 (2nd after Italy)

Vienna, 2001 179 (2nd after Italy) 

WCN, Berlin, 2003 219 (4th after Italy) 

Lisbon, 2004 186 (2nd after Italy) 
(10 % of submitted 
abstracts) 

100 (3rd after Poland)
(8.3 % of accepted 
abstracts) 

ABSTRACTS FROM TURKEY IN ERA-EDTA CONGRESSES

Istanbul, 2005 258 (1st Country)
(13 % of submitted 
abstracts)

117 (2nd after Italy)
(11 % of accepted 
abstracts)

 
All of us in the Turkish Nephrologic community are proud to host this 
42nd Congress and we all believe it will have a new and major impact for 
the further advancement of Turkish Nephrology in its quest for full 
scientific integration to the European Nephrology. 
 
We are also proud that  this 42nd Congress;  perhaps because  both of its 
excellent scientific program  and its unique and enchanting site  that is 
Istanbul,  has attracted  the highest number ever of submitted abstracts  
which is 1959  and that  it seems heading for  a record attendance of  
participants   from all over the world. 
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Many people have worked very hard for the organization of this 
Congress in order to bring you the best scientifically, technically and 



socially. As the head of the local organization and Congress President, I 
should thank first Professor Locatelli for his exceptional leadership and 
guidance and for his very wise advices throughout. I should also thank 
Professor Cannata for his strong and friendly support. The roles of the 
Scientific Committee and its Chairman Professor Floege and the Paper 
selection Committee and its Chairman Professor Goldsmith and also of 
Professor Coppo   in building up the scientific program of this Congress 
to excellence are self-evident and each and all of them deserve our 
sincere appreciation for this. I should also thank my dear friend 
Professor Utaş, the Congress Secretary for his great and crucial help in 
the local organization and especially in the preparation of the social 
program for this Congress. The ERA-EDTA Congress Office has put a 
tremendous and most efficient professional effort that covered most of 
the organizational details and has been pivotal for the realization of the 
Congress. I think that Ms. Manara, Mrs. Menoni, Mrs. Fontana, Mrs. 
Trebelli and each of the other members of the ERA-EDTA staff deserve 
our gratitude for this. Finally, I would like to thank the Figür Firm: Mr. & 
Mrs. Çalışkan and Ms. Ceyhun for their very efficient work and 
continuous assistance to the organization of the local social events as 
well as the Congress itself.  
 
I strongly believe that this Congress is bound to be a real success not 
only because of its scientific merit but also because of what Istanbul has 
to offer in terms of splendid scenic beauty, rich and impressive history, 
cultural wealth & diversity, and a most vibrant modern soul. 

Hoping that you have a unique and most memorable scientific and 
cultural experience in Istanbul on the occasion of this Congress, I extend 
my warmest welcome to each and all of you. 

Dr. Kamil Serdengeçti 
President, the XLII ERA-EDTA Congress 
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Istanbul, 21 June 2006 
 
Mr. President of ISPD, Mr. Congress President, Distinguished 
Guests and Colleagues, 
 
I am most happy to welcome you all to the 12th Congress of 
ISPD here in the beautiful city of Istanbul. 
 
First of all, I should thank the ISPD Council members who opted 
for Istanbul as the venue for this Congress amongst many other 
candidate cities. I hope that Istanbul will prove worthy of their 
trust by every means. 
 
The foundation of the Turkish Society of Nephrology (TSN) in 
Istanbul in 1970 coincided with that of many of the Western 
European Nephrology Societies. TSN successfully hosted the 
15th ERA-EDTA Congress in Istanbul in 1978, earlier than many 
European countries. On 4-7 June 2005, it has hosted in Istanbul 
once again the 42nd ERA-EDTA Congress that broke prior 
records for abstract submission and participation. 

Population (million) 41.2

Nephrologists 25 Adult 20
Pediatric 5

Renal Units 12 Adult 8
Pediatric 4

HD Centres 8

HD Patients 44

Chronic PD Patients -

 
 
During the early years of TSN’s foundation, Turkish Nephrology 
was still in its so-called developmental stage: In 1978, for a 
population of 42 million, we had only 12 nephrology units and 



25 nephrologists in the country. Also, there were only 8 Dialysis 
centers and only 44 patients on Regular Hemodialysis. 

Population (million) 70.5

Nephrologists 352 Adult 272
Pediatric 80

Renal Units 53 Adult 33
Pediatric 20

HD Centres 789

HD Patients 37666

CAPD & APD Patients 4487

Kidney Tx/ year
(2007)

1302 Live Donor 911
Cadaveric 391

 
 
Today 30 years later however, for a population of 70.5 million, 
we have 53 teaching nephrology units (33 adult & 20 
pediatric) and 352 nephrologists (272 adult & 80 pediatric). 
Also, the number of Dialysis centers has grown to 789 with 
around 37,500 patients on Regular Hemodialysis  and 4,750 
patients  on Chronic Peritoneal Dialysis;  in other words  more 
than  42,000 patients altogether on Chronic Dialysis. Kidney 
transplantation is carried out in 38 centers all over the country. 
Last year a total of 1302 transplants were done: 911 from live 
donors, and only 391 from deceased donors. 
 
Intermittent Peritoneal Dialysis was first introduced to Turkey 
in 1964 and was used for many years as an important 
treatment modality for ARF and even for selected cases of CRF 
due to the shortage of HD facilities. During the late 1980s 
modern CAPD was introduced to the country and from the early 
1990s on it has developed into a major treatment modality for 
suitable CRF patients.  



CENTERS
(n: 154)

ADULT 118

PEDIATRIC 36

PATIENTS
(n: 4747)

ADULT 4158

PEDIATRIC 589

 
 
At present in 2008, 4747 CRF patients (4158 adult and 589 
pediatric) are under treatment with either CAPD or APD at 154 
active PD centres (118 adult and 36 pediatric) throughout the 
country. 
 
Ever since its foundation in 1970, the Turkish Society of 
Nephrology (TSN) has been actively interested with PD, and the 
subject was treated as a separate panel, symposium or course 
topic in almost all past TSN National Congresses. By 1995, 
CAPD had already grown into an established and wide spread 
treatment modality, and ever since the TSN National Registry 
Yearbooks have devoted separate sections to Turkey’s adult and 
pediatric PD data and statistics. The nationwide spread of CAPD 
has also helped to stimulate the number and scope of ongoing 
clinical and experimental research on PD in Turkey. During the 
last decade, a joint study group on PD (TULIP) that works in 
close collaboration with TSN, has also embarked on national 
and international joint multi-centre studies. Also, individual and 
single center-based research activities among Turkish PD 
centers grew impressively.  
 
 
 



YEAR NUMBER OF ARTICLES

1997 4

2002 33

2007 53

ARTICLES BY TURKISH AUTHORS 
RELATED TO PERITONEAL DIALYSIS

IN PEER-REVIEWED INTERNATIONAL JOURNALS

 
 
That fact is best reflected by the number of annual international 
PD publications originating from Turkey: 4 publications in 
1997, 33 in 2002, and 53 in 2007. 
 
And finally,  I am most pleased to announce that  this year, as 
the host country  of the 12th ISPD Congress,  Turkey has 
managed to submit  the largest number of abstracts and 
moreover, with its 95 accepted abstracts Turkey has also 
become amongst the 52 participating countries the one with  
the largest number  of accepted abstracts. 
 
All of us in the Turkish Nephrologic community are very proud 
to host this 12th Congress of ISPD and we all believe it will have 
a new and major impact for the further advancement of Turkish 
Nephrology in its quest for full scientific integration to World 
Nephrology. 
 
We are also proud that the 12th Congress of ISPD; perhaps 
because  both of its excellent scientific program  and its unique 
and enchanting site that is Istanbul,  has attracted  a very high 
number of submitted abstracts from 52 countries and also more 
than 2000  participants from all over the world. 
 



Many people have worked very hard for the organization of this 
Congress in order to bring you the best scientifically, technically 
and socially. As President of the host Society, I should thank 
first the ISPD President Professor Wai-Kei Lo for his guidance 
and for his very wise advices throughout. The roles of the 
Scientific Programme Committee and its co-chairs Professors 
Heimbürger & Ersoy in building up the scientific program of this 
Congress to excellence are self-evident and each and all of them 
deserve our sincere appreciation for this. My special thanks 
should go to my colleague Professor Utaş, the Congress 
President who has shouldered almost all the organizational and 
financial burden of the preparation of this Congress and has 
devised its outstanding  social program and also to my 
colleague Professor Ersoy, the Congress Secretary who not only 
co-chaired the Scientific Programme Committee but also gave 
constant help and support to Professor Utaş during Congress 
Preparations.  
 
Also, our Congress Organizing firm Figur displayed a 
tremendous and most efficient professional effort that covered 
most of the organizational details and has been pivotal for the 
realization of the Congress. For this, I would like to thank Mr. & 
Mrs. Çalışkan, Mr. Gülay, Mr. Armağan and all the members of 
the Figur Firm.  
 
I strongly believe that this Congress is bound to be a real 
success not only because of its scientific merit but also because 
of what Istanbul has to offer in terms of splendid scenic beauty, 
rich and impressive history, cultural wealth & diversity, and a 
most vibrant modern soul. 



The 12th Congress of
International Society
for Peritoneal Dialysis

20-24 June 2008

“Positioning PD towards the Future”

WELCOME TO

 

Hoping that you have a unique and most memorable scientific 
and cultural experience in Istanbul on the occasion of this 
Congress, I extend my warmest welcome to each and all of you. 

Dr. Kamil Serdengeçti 
President, the Turkish Society of Nephrology 
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